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WORKSHOP FOR THE APPRIOPRIATION OF THE OHADA LAW BY

 ENGLISH SPEAKING JUDICIAL AND EXTRAJUDICIAL ACTORS












	Multipurpose hall of the Governor’s Office in Douala - Littoral Region	
Thursday, the 2nd of February 2017 
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CONTEXT AND JUSTIFICATION 

 Recent developments portray Cameroon in the international scene as an arena where insecurity reigns due to recurrent social revindications. The most chocking scenario is the recent social tensions which have been termed “the Anglophone problem” dealing with the many preoccupations raised by some professional bodies such as that  of the lawyers.

	The origin of these tensions which has degenerated into social disorder in the South and North West regions has its roots in a movement that started on the 8th November 2016 by English speaking Cameroonian lawyers. 

	Amongst the main grievances tabled to the state of Cameroon, was the necessity to translate the Uniform Acts of the Organization for the Harmonization of Business Law in Africa also called l’ Organisation pour l’Harmonisation en Afrique du Droit des Affaires (OHADA) into English given Cameroon’s membership since the 20th of October 1995.

	In response to this complaint which was deemed legitimate by public authorities, the Permanent Secretary of OHADA completed and published an updated English version of the Uniform Acts and Treaties of OHADA on the 24th of November 2016. Following suit, on the 28th   of November 2016, the Permanent Secretary of this institution, Her Excellency Dorothé COSSI SOSSA presented the final consigned result of the special edition of the OHADA official gazette to the Minister Secretary General at the Presidency of the Republic of Cameroon, Mr. Ferdinand NGOH NGOH, representing the President of the Republic of Cameroon, His Excellency Paul BIYA. 
	
	In the same light, the Prime Minister, Head of Government, Mr. Philemon YANG signed an order on the 22nd of December 2016 on the creation, organization and operation of an ad hoc committee to examine and propose solutions related to the operation of Justice as raised by the English-speaking lawyers of Cameroon.
	
In effect, per the official figures released by the Cameroonian Ministry of Justice, Cameroon has 1265 French speaking and 227 English speaking magistrates, 59 francophone court bailiffs working in the North and South West regions and just 15 Anglophone court bailiffs in the South West REgions. Out of a totality of 514 court bailiffs in Cameroon, no Anglophone court bailiff is working in the francophone parts of Cameroon.
It is therefore with the aim to contribute in the search for solutions to the preoccupations raised by English speaking lawyers on the functionality of justice in Cameroon that the African Business Climate Survey (in its role as a monitoring and evaluation body ensuring the effectiveness of the OHADA law in its 17 member states) and the Cameroon Business Forum, with the institutional support of strategic and sectoral ministries concerned such as, MINJUSTICE, MINFI, MINCOMMERCE, MINSMESE, MINARD, have elaborated a “Support program for the appropriation of the OHADA law by English speaking judicial and extra judicial actors in Cameroon”.

This program on the one hand aims at facilitating the integration of the translated OHADA texts in the day to day practice of targeted actors in the regions concerned, and on the other hand, its goal is to accompany a better and functional access to justice leading to an efficient and competitive business climate.

	In concrete terms, its target is to accelerate the process of integrating positive business laws in the Common-Law Family (notably the Bar and National Chambers of bailiffs) and also to consider English speaking judicial and extra judicial actors working in Anglophone regions.

With the perspective of starting the OHADA BUSINESS SCHOOL training sessions in march 2017, ABCS and CBF are organizing with the support of the Ministry of Finance, an informative and awareness-raising workshop with the judicial and extra judicial actors concerned. 

 OBJECTIVES

The workshop aims at: 
Presenting the program and its raison d’etre for intervention through a liberal expression of expectations;

Mobilizing registration for the OHADA BUSINESS SCHOOL training sessions;

Putting in place an exchange platform between judicial actors and economic operators for an effective application of the OHADA law in respect to the expectations of enterprises. 


EXPECTED RESULTS

At the end of the workshop: 

The target group is expected to be fully aware of the program’s intervention goal and after understanding, express their expectations and engage themselves in the implementation of the strategic and operational plans of the program

Sensitised actors are expected to have filled registration forms for the OHADA BUSINESS SCHOOL training sessions;

Judicial and economic actors contribute in the effective implementation of OHADA law by expressing their expectations through the exchange platform created to this effect.



TARGET 
The workshop is open to the following actors: 
Anglophones magistrates
Magistrates practicing in Anglophone zones
Anglophone court registrars 
Court registrars practicing in Anglophone zones
 Anglophone bailiffs
Bailiffs practicing in Anglophone zones
Anglophone lawyers
Lawyers practicing in Anglophone zones
Anglophone business agents 
Business agents working in Anglophone zones
Anglophone judicial experts
Judicial experts working in Anglophone zones
Temporal Anglophone administrators 
Temporal administrators working in Anglophone zones


DATE AND PLACE

The 2nd of February 2017 
Douala: Multipurpose hall of the Governor’s Office in the Littoral, from 9h to 16h.




















AGENDA OF THE DAY

8:00 	Arrival and installation of participations 

9:00 	Arrival of the Government delegate of the Douala Urban Council

9:15 	Arrival of the Governor of the Littoral region

	9:30       	Beginning of Workshop moderated by Mr. NTUMFOR Nico 					HALLE, President of the General Assembly of the Cameroon Bar Association

			Facilitator: Barrister Patricia KUWONG TEMBI, Chief of Post for the Littoral

Interventions 
 National Anthem
The board President of ABCS
The Permanent Secretary of the CBF
The Permanent Secretary of OHADA 
The Reppresentative of the Minister of Stat, Minister of Justice, Keeper of the Seal
The Governor of the Littoral Region
Family Photo, cocktail and departure of officials

11:00 	            Continuation of Workshops 
Context exposé by the Board President of ABCS
Hand out of the OHADA Treaties and Uniformed Acts
Presentation of the program by the Chief of Post for the Littoral Region
Perception of different stakeholders: Lawyers, bailiffs, business agents, Magistrates, Company heads, amongst others  
Interactions with the audience

	1:00	 	Dinner
2:00 		Continuation of Workshops
Group Work
Restitution of groupwork results and reactions
Validation of recommendations 

4:00 	Press Conference and final communiqué

For the Administrative Board
African Business Climate Survey (ABCS)
Professor Justine DIFFO TCHUNKAM
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